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I lived in a country where many lawyers were systematically targeted by the military 

dictatorship. The political situation in Pakistan was particularly contentious when my family 

decided to leave in 2006. Prior to my departure, I 

routinely witnessed the effects of lawlessness 

which led me to recognize the importance of an 

independent judiciary and investigative force. A 

corrupt military dictatorship that was struggling 

to maintain its grip routinely, made certain that 

any opposition was quickly silenced. A significant portion of the opposition were lawyers, who 

had knowledge of the rights retained by the people. As the opposition persisted, they continually 

faced grave consequences. If a crime was committed, there were no answers, no justice, and no 

expectation of a normal life. Unanswered questions, stemming from a tense environment, 

continually swirled through my mind as the years passed and I moved to the United States. The 

plight of vulnerable populations, who were voiceless and plagued by the lack of justice, really 

resonated with me and played an instrumental part in why I chose to pursue the law.  

An independent judiciary has to be the cornerstone of any society that hopes to survive. 

Alexander Hamilton wrote about its importance in the Federalist Papers, stating that “The 

complete independence of the courts of justice is particularly essential… without this, all the 

reservations of particular rights or privileges would amount to nothing”. It also serves as a 

beacon of hope, particularly for crime victims who have nowhere to turn. In my home country, 

lawyers played a pivotal role in many facets of society as they advocated for victims in the 

courtroom and beyond. Lawyers also spoke out and represented those who were wrongly 

charged by the criminal justice system as part of a corrupt government official’s vendetta. They 
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assisted victims of gender-based crimes, such as honor killings and sexual abuse, in coming 

forward and seeking justice. They also assisted those trapped in the clutches of modern-day 

slavery through bonded and child labor. For these lawyers, acting as an agent of the law is 

a privilege and honor. But the question remains: where can a victim turn to for justice when the 

law is archaic and morally bankrupt? This is where the activism and call for change is incredibly 

important. The law must change, and lawyers are often the first ones to recognize this. The 

government saw any call for change as a threat to its control. For speaking out against injustice 

and the lack of due process in my home country, lawyers often faced death threats, hostile 

propaganda, murder attempts against family members, and trumped-up criminal charges.  Yet, 

they continued to speak out, and many even lost their lives for it.  

Like the lawyers in my home country, I hope to represent vulnerable populations in the 

courtroom and seek justice. I am inspired the lawyers from my home country, like Asma 

Jahangir and Hina Jilani, who used their legal knowledge to support victims in the face of 

oppressors. In the same vein, I have spent the last two years advocating for victims of 

interpersonal violence. I am frequently present in civil proceedings to provide emotional support 

and answers to those who often have nowhere to turn. It could be their first experience with a 

legal proceeding, and because many do not have 

the funds to hire an attorney, they are often 

afraid and confused. The victim could also face 

external pressures in the form of an 

unsupportive family or threats from their 

perpetrator. As an advocate, my role is to temporarily 

manage the victims’ crises and center them to the hearing that is about to take place. In my line 
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of work, I have been threatened by perpetrators, but that has only strengthened my resolve to 

advocate for survivors. My current position is pivotal, but after working with hundreds of 

survivors, I feel I can be an even better advocate as an attorney. I want my impact to go beyond 

protective order hearings, support groups, and evidence collection exams. These things are 

imperative, but I believe I can have a greater impact as an attorney. The law will provide me with 

the tools I need to continue my work. Eventually, I 

would like to transition into legislative work and 

advocate for change on a national level. I chose 

Georgetown Law because of the proximity to the 

U.S. Capitol and hope to get involved with 

legislative advocacy on the Hill, early in my law school 

career. 

While I alone cannot change the world or ensure a just and fair society, I can be an agent 

of the law and fight against injustices. This is why I want to be a lawyer. 
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